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Lombard Street if war came, that the war would be against
Germany. For years before it actually did come the
rhyme satirizing Balfour's curious aloofness passed from
lip to lip:

I was- playing golf that day

When the Germans landed.
All our soldiers ran away,

Ail our ships were stranded.
Such were my surprise and shame
They almost put me off my game.

Again, newspaper editors were aware that General
Grierson, high up at Army Headquarters, had spoken
of the British Army as " the little pebble that would
throw out of gear the German military machine, the
most extraordinary the world had ever seen/* They
knew that Mr* Wickham Steed, famous foreign corre-
spondent himself, had talked with Clemenceau and King
Edward at Marienbad about the certainty of a German
advance through Belgium* Knowledge of this kind col-
oured the editors' news even more than their views ; they
picked out, they gave prominence to the items which
made the thought of enmity familiar* Without any direct
incitement, the Press so influenced the public mind that
it accepted war as inevitable, as a step towards a better
world, Germany being treated as a Power which worked
for wholly evil ends*

There was nothing new in this Press campaign* Public
support for the Crimean War (1854-5) had been worked
up in the same way* More recently (1896-9) news-
papers had spread the idea that the Dutch Republics in
South Africa must be eliminated* In each case the
complete ignorance of the issues involved and the
interests implicated rendered the task easy* Few people
make any effort to follow affairs abroad, few can resist